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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, January 25, 2016, at 2 p.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, our rock, our strength,
and our life, thank You for being our
high tower and strong defense. Because
of You, we can conquer all anxieties
and fears, sins and follies, failures and
doubts. May we never forget that our
times are in Your hands.

Grant that this day our Senators will
draw near to You and seek Your Divine
guidance for the decisions they face.
Lord, transform their lives, heal their
wounds, and create in them clean
hearts as You renew a right spirit with-
in them. Fill their hearts with Your
joy and give them Your peace.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FLAKE). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

Senate

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016

ENERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION
BILL AND WOTUS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
next week the Senate will turn to
broad, bipartisan energy legislation.
The Energy Policy Modernization Act
will help bring our energy policies in
line with the demands of today and the
opportunities of tomorrow. It will help
Americans produce more energy. It will
help Americans pay less for energy. It
will help Americans save energy. That
is what the Energy Policy Moderniza-
tion Act will do. Here is what the En-
ergy Policy Modernization Act won’t
do: It won’t raise taxes. It won’t add a
dime to the deficit.

The broad Energy bill is a result of a
truly bipartisan process, and it shows,
which is why it was supported in com-
mittee by a vote of 18 to 4.

I look forward to debating the bipar-
tisan Energy bill starting next week,
but we won’t have to wait until then to
consider bipartisan legislation. We will
consider a different bipartisan measure
today. S.J. Res. 22 passed in November
with the support of several Democratic
colleagues, and it would have over-
turned the Obama administration’s
waters of the United States regulation.

Here is what our Democratic col-
leagues have had to say about WOTUS:
A Democratic Senator from West Vir-
ginia has used phrases such as ‘‘com-
pletely unreasonable’” and ‘‘dan-
gerously overreaching” when dis-
cussing the issue. A Democratic Sen-
ator from North Dakota said that
‘“‘there is not one single regulation in
the entire country that has caused
more concern’ in her State. A Demo-
cratic Senator from Indiana said it was

“incredibly important’ that the rule
be rewritten. That is just what the
Democrats are saying.

The administration has tried to spin
WOTUS as some kind of clean water
measure, but a bipartisan majority of
Congress understands it is really a Fed-
eral power grab clumsily masquerading
as one. WOTUS would grant Federal
bureaucrats dominion over nearly
every piece of land that touches a pot-
hole, ditch, or puddle. It would force
the Americans who live there to ask
Federal bureaucrats for permission to
do just about anything with their very
own property. That is why Congress
sent bipartisan legislation to the Presi-
dent to overturn it. His decision to
veto that bipartisan measure made a
few things quite clear: No. 1, he appar-
ently stands with Washington bureau-
crats on this issue, not the American
people. No. 2, he apparently thinks
America’s clean water rule should be
based on Washington politics, not a sci-
entific and truly collaborative process.

It was good to see Democratic col-
leagues stand with the American peo-
ple when we first passed this bill. I ask
the rest of the Democratic caucus to
join with us now to do the right thing.
Vote with us to override a veto that is
about Federal power grabs and Wash-
ington politics, not clean water and the
American people.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S.J. RES. 29
Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a joint resolution
at the desk that is due for a second
reading.
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